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Abstract Info Abstract

Article Type: The connection between the verse of Wilayat and the verses before and after it
Research Article and the aimed meaning in the mentioned verses is a matter of disagreement

among commentators of Both Parties. Most Sunni commentators believe in the
unity of the context of the verses and consider the meaning of love and support
to be the sense of verses 51 to 58 of Sureh Al-Maidah, but most Shiite
commentators believe in the lack of unity of the context of the verses; they have
defined Wilayat in verses 55 and 56 of Surah Al-Mdlidah as supervision and in
the verses before and after it as love and support. The Supreme Leader
congders the word Wilayat to mean continuity and unity, which are part of the
lexicd meanings of this word, and by explaining the three dimensions of
Wilayat based on this meaning and applying it to the mentioned verses, he
reveds the connection between the verses. The present aticle uses a
descriptive-andyticd method to explain Ayatollah Khamenei’s view and
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Introduction

The verse of wilayat (guardianship) is one of the key verses of the Quran, but the
meaning and interpretation of the verse of guardianship and its connection with the
verses before and after it are disputed by the commentators of the two sects. Ayatollah
Khamenei has a unique perspective on this. Paying attention to that His Eminence is the
leader of the Idamic Republic of Iran, explaining his perspective is of particular
importance in a way that can play a decisive role in the knowledge of governance. The
verse of Wilayat has been discussed by the commentators of the Quran, and also it has
been stated within the commentaries about the relationship between the verses that are
discussed in this study. Also, various books and articles have been written about the verse
of Wilayat, but regarding the relationship between the verses, it only could be referred to
the article “Investigating the thematic relationship between the verse of Wilayat and the
verses before and after, focusing on the views of Fakhr Razi and Allama Tabatabael” by
Mr. Mohammad Ezzati Bakhshayesh, which describes and analyzes the views of Fakhr
Razi and Allama Tabatabaei.

M ethodology

The present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, explains the Supreme Leader's
view using the book "Outline of Idamic Thought in the Quran" and other statements of
his eminence and compares it to the views of the commentators of Two Sects. Finally, by
mentioning in-text evidence and contexts, it endeavors to prove Imam Khamenei's view
and provides an appropriate response to the possible critiques of the commentators of
Two Sects which are towards this opinion.

Discussion

In this section, a comparative study is made about three topics. the semantics of wilayah
in the verse, the dimensions of wilayah, and the context of the verses.

One: The meaning of wilayah in the verse: Ayatollah Khamenei considers the literal meaning
of the word wilayah to be continuity and in one side, by citing various examples and
instances, then he applies this meaning to the verse. Most Sunni commentators know the
word “wali” in the verse to mean support or love, but Shiite commentators, citing the
exclusiveness in the verse, have denied the meaning of love and support in the verse of
wilayah and have emphasized on being the one who is more deserved and deserves to
take authority on (others), the Imam who is obligatory to be obeyed, supervison and
leadership.

Two: Dimensions of wilayah: The issue of examining the dimensions of wilayah which isan
innovative theory of Imam Khamenei and such a thing was not found in the words of
other commentators of the Quran. The explanation of the dimensions of wilayah is based
on his precise semantics of the word wilayah and is based on rationa exclusiveness; an
individual and a society by (accepting the) wilayah must know how their threefold
connections with the internal front, the external front and the leader of the true front
should be, and with whom they should have continuity and solidarity and with whom
they should not have such arelationship.

Three: Context of the verses: Imam Khamenei's view has a systematic form and, regarding
to the explanation of the original literal meaning of the word wilayat, he achieves to the
theory of the dimensions of wilayat and by applying the three dimensions of wilayat to
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the versesin question, he believes in the context of the verses. Most Sunni commentators,
relying on the unity of the context of the verses, have considered the meaning of support
and love to be the sense in verses 51 to 58 of Surah Al-Maidah, but most Shiite
commentators, unlike the verse of wilayat, which consider the meaning of guardianship
to be the sense, have considered the meaning of friendship, support and alliance to be the
purpose in the verses prohibit to take wilayat of Jews and Chrigtians. Imam Khamenei's
view is distinct from both groups of Shiite and Sunni commentators, evidence within the
text was presented in support of his view and the objections of the commentators of both
parties were answered.

Conclusion

Ayatollah Khamenei’s semantics of the word “wilayah” is consistent with the views of
Arab lexicographers, and the meaning of continuity and unity are the literal meanings of
the word “wilayah,” but among the various idiomatic meanings of this word, it should be
examined which meaning is intended in the mentioned verses. Imam Khamenei’s view
on the context of the verses, in terms of believing in the connection and relationship
between the verses, is consistent with the view of Sunni commentators, but regarding to
the meaning intended by the word “wilayah” in these verses, it is different from the view
of Sunni commentators. Most Shiite commentators believe in the lack of connection
between the verses and have interpreted the word “wali” in verses 55 and 56 of Surah Al-
Ma’idah as guardianship and in the verses before and after as love and support. However,
Ayatollah Khamenei, by explaining the meaning of Wilayat, its dimensions and its
application to the verses in question, believes in the connection between the verses and
emphasizes the meaning of continuity and unity in all the verses mentioned.
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