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The Verse 88 of Surah al-Naml of Quran alludes to the movement
of mountains, comparing it to the movement of clouds.
Commentators have presented various interpretations of this verse.
Sadr al-Muta‘alhin has interpreted the movement mentioned in this
verse as "Substantial motion". The aim of this research is to
examine different interpretations of this verse and the impact of the
doctrine of substantial motion on its interpretation. In this research,
the researchers have analyzed and critically examined various
interpretations of this verse and have investigated the quality of
substantial motion can be applied to the verse. The ultimate
conclusion is that among the three common interpretations of this
verse, the interpretation of the movement of mountains on the Day
of Resurrection and their disintegration is subject to criticism;
however, the interpretation of the spatial movement of mountains
due to the translational movement of the earth and the substantial
motion of mountains and the bodies of human beings, indeed all
material beings, is acceptable and correct.
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Introduction

The Quran, a book brimming with profound and deep meanings, has always been the
focus of scholars and interpreters. Recent advancements in science and philosophy
have increasingly confirmed the miraculous nature of the Quranic verses and the depth
of their concepts. The doctrine of substantial motion, one of the most profound
philosophical theories, was introduced by Sadr al-Din Shirazi, a prominent Shiite
philosopher and mystic. He considered this theory to be based on numerous verses of
Quran and cited verse 88 of Surah al-Naml as one of his proofs for substantial motion.
Despite this, there are various interpretations of this verse among exegetes. Given the
diversity of interpretations of verse 88 of Surah al-Naml, this research aims to answer
the following fundamental question: Which interpretations of this verse are acceptable,
and what role does the theory of substantial motion play in its interpretation?

Methodology
This research employs a content analysis method with a critical approach to examine
the existing interpretations in Shiite and Sunni exegetical sources.

Discussion

In this research, three main interpretations of verse 88 of Surah al-Naml have been
examined: 1. The disintegration of mountains on the Day of Resurrection: This is the
most common interpretation and is based on the context of the verses and some
narrations. 2. The spatial movement of mountains: This interpretation has been
proposed in light of recent scientific discoveries about the movement of the Earth. 3.
The substantial motion of mountains: This interpretation is based on Sadr al-
Muta'alleh's theory of substantial motion and refers to the constant internal change and
transformation of objects. This study critically examines each of these interpretations
and highlights their strengths and weaknesses, demonstrating the extent to which
Quranic, narrational, and rational evidence supports each. The only evidence for the
first interpretation is the unity of the context. The interpretation of the spatial
movement of mountains is supported by recent scientific findings and internal clues in
the verse. The interpretation of substantial motion, based on Sadr al-Muta'alleh's
theory, can also be considered another interpretation of this verse.

Conclusion

The findings of this research indicate that, among the three common interpretations, the
interpretations of "the spatial movement of mountains and their substantial motion" are
acceptable and correct. By examining scientific and philosophical evidence, it was
concluded that the interpretations of spatial and substantial motion are more acceptable,
considering the internal clues of the verse and scientific findings. In contrast, the
interpretation related to the Day of Resurrection has been rejected due to its inconsistency
with the apparent meaning of the verse and other causes. This research shows that verse
88 of Surah al-Naml has the capacity for multiple interpretations. The interpretation of
verse 88 of Surah al-Naml in light of the theory of substantial motion has significant
implications for the philosophical and theological understanding of the Quran. This
interpretation demonstrates that the Quran is not only compatible with recent scientific
findings but can also be a source of inspiration for philosophical theorizing.
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