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"The Night of Qadr is one of the most significant Quranic teachings.
This article, using a descriptive-analytical method, examines the
temporal extent, place of descent, and the descent of angels and the
Spirit on the Night of Qadr from the perspective of both Sunni and
Shia interpretations." The primary focus of this research is on
whether or not Laylat al-Qadr (Night of Qadr) existed before Islam,
and whether it continued after the Prophet's demise. Additionally, the
research aims to clarify the specific location where the angels and the
spirit descend during Laylat al-Qadr. The answer to this question, in
addition to specifying the temporal extent of Laylat al-Qadr (Night of
Qadr), clarifies the position of divine proofs (Hujjat Allah).
According to the research findings, contrary to the belief of some
interpreters, Laylat al-Qadr is not exclusive to the era of the Prophet
Muhammad; "rather, it existed before Islam and will continue until
the Day of Judgment every year in the month of Ramadan." After the
Prophet's demise, angels and the spirit descend during Laylat al-Qadr
upon the perfect human, namely the Infallible Imam, who is
spiritually close to the horizon of prophethood and the source of
revelation and inspiration.

Keywords Night of Qadr, Place of Descent of Angels, Laylat al-Qadr, Abode
of the Spirit, Descent of the Soul.

Cite this article:
Tajari1, M.A. & Rahimipour, T. (2024). The temporal extent and the place of the
descent of angels and spirit in the night of Qadr in Shia and Sunni interpretations.
Scientific Journal Commentary Studies, 15(1), 47-74. DOI: ??

DOI: ??

Publisher: Islamic Maaref University, Qom, Iran.



Commentary Studies, Vol. 15, Spring 2024, No 57 42

Introduction
Laylat al-Qadr is one of the most important teachings of the Quran and, according to the
verses, occurs in the blessed month of Ramadan. It is called the Night of Power because of
its exalted status. The primary objective of this research is to investigate the existence or
non-existence of Laylat al-Qadr before Islam, and its continuity or discontinuation after the
Prophet's demise. Furthermore, the research aims to clarify the exact location where angels
and the spirit descend during Laylat al-Qadr. The answers to these issues not only clarify
the timeframe of Laylat al-Qadr, but also illuminate the status of the Divine Proofs
(Hujjahs). It seems that the Night of Power, contrary to some claims, existed in previous
nations and occurred every year in Ramadan during the Prophet's time, and has continued
since then until the Day of Judgment, serving as the place of descent of angels and the
spirit, the holy spirit of God's proof in every age. Various interpretations have been
presented in commentaries regarding this matter, which, due to its significance, has been
examined in this article and the most preferred opinion has been substantiated.

Methodology
This article employs a descriptive-analytical-critical approach to examine the temporal
extent of Laylat al-Qadr, as well as the place of descent and gathering of angels and the
spirit on that night, from the perspectives of both Sunni and Shia exegetes. To this end,
the most important interpretations of both Sunni and Shia scholars, along with other
relevant sources, were consulted. The viewpoints presented in these sources were
extracted, , and critically analyzed. Ultimately, the opinions that were supported by the
most compelling evidence were selected and reinforced.

Discussion
There are two main viewpoints regarding the existence of Laylat al-Qadr (Night of
Power) before Islam: Some interpreters deny its existence before Islam and consider it
a special blessing from God bestowed upon the Islamic nation. They cite weak and
justifiable hadiths to support their claim. On the other hand, a different group believes
that Laylat al-Qadr existed even before Islam and its significance was elevated with the
revelation of the Quran. This view is supported by various hadiths, logical reasoning,
and scholarly consensus. Both Sunni and Shia scholars agree that Laylat al-Qadr
existed during the time of the Prophet and that the Quran was revealed on this night.
However, there is a divergence of opinion among Sunni scholars, unlike their Shia
counterparts, regarding whether Laylat al-Qadr occurred only once during the Prophet's
lifetime or was a recurring event each year. Both the Quran and hadith provide
evidence to support this view. However, regarding the continuity of Laylat al-Qadr
after the Prophet's demise, there is a divergence of opinion among Sunni scholars.
Some deny its continuation, while others, along with the majority of Shia scholars,
affirm its occurrence. Quranic verses, hadiths, and rational arguments also support the
latter view. According to reliable narrations, Shia scholars believe that the descent of
angels and the spirit on the Night of Power occurred upon the Prophet during his
lifetime and, subsequently, upon the vessel of the divine authority after him. In contrast
to the majority of Sunni exegetes, a small group of Sunni scholars have mentioned the
descent and manifestation of angels and the spirit on the Night of Power upon the
perfect human being, who was the Prophet during the time of the Quran's revelation.
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Conclusion
1. The Night of Decree, which is the night of determining, separating, and interpreting

matters, has existed since the beginning of human creation and, contrary to the belief of
some, is not exclusive to the Islamic nation

2. The Night of Decree was an annual occurrence during the Prophet's time, contrary to
the belief of some that it happened only once.

3. Decree continued and occurs every year until the end of creation. The claim that the
Night of Decree ended with the passing of the Islamic Prophet contradicts the Quranic,
narrative, and rational evidences

4. Decree ceased after the Prophet's time to Shia is unfounded , and Shia interpretations
do not support such a belief.

5. According to Shia and some Sunni scholars, during the Prophet's time, the destination
of angels and the spirit on the Night of Decree was the sacred presence of the Prophet.
After the Prophet, according to Shia belief, it is the sacred presence of the Imam of each
age. This belief is supported by Quranic, narrative, rational, and mystical evidences.
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